Neglected coeliac disease.
A review has been carried out of patients diagnosed as having coeliac disease some years previously and subsequently lost to follow-up. Most were unaware of the need for continuing treatment and had returned to a normal diet. The resulting morbidity was slight, although one patient had died of a small-bowel lymphoma. If untreated coeliac disease is indeed a pre-malignant condition, then it is suggested that there must be a large population at risk, with no motivation to return to treatment other than the risk of malignancy itself.